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RESOURCES OF THE CHINA DOCUMENTATION CENTER
Andrew Goldberg
Roberta Martin
Frank Yorichika

East Asian Institute
Columbia University

The China Documentation Center (CDC) is a research and reference facility
maintained by the East Asian Institute of Columbia University. While the
CDC extends its primary service to the faculty and students of the Institute
and of the Columbia graduate programs in general, it is open as well to all
researchers on a non-circulating basis.
The CDC itself has three primary functions:
- to collect and maintain a continuously expanding collection of
"fugitive materials" not easily cataloged or housed by con
ventional library facilities. These materials include primary
documents, unpublished reports and conference papers, inter
views, visitors' reports, and Chinese language pamphlets.
- to maintain and make available an expanding collection of current
Chinese and English language journals and periodicals, emanating
from the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong and, to some
extent, Taiwan. Focus has been on journals relating to political
science, economics, history, sociology, and current affairs.
- to provide ready access to backfiles of Chinese language press and
press translations, from 1949 to the present.
A bibliographic service is available to all users. Copies of specific
materials may, on request, be sent to researchers at distant institutions.
Duplication costs are borne by the user.
Resources
It must be emphasized that the resources of the CDC are designed for China
specialists and researchers, particularly those whose work is directed
at examining political, social and economic movements. The acquisition
process is therefore structured with the researcher in mind. In fact, CDC
acquisitions themselves are recommended, processed, and developed by
academic members of the East Asian Institute staff, rather than by pro
fessional librarians.
To give a fuller picture of CDC holdings, eight resource areas of the
collection will be looked at. They are:
I
II
III
IV
V

-

Research Files
Chinese Pamphlets
Biographical/Organizational File
Microfilm Collection
Translation Services
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VI - Newspapers/Periodicals
VII - Reference Works
VIII - Books
I. Research Fllss
(1)

The Cultural Revolution File
Newly acquired by the CDC. the Cultural Revolution file la a dayby-day compilation of translated Chinese snd English language press
reports, documents, snd analyses of the Greet Proletarian Cultural
Revolution (1965-1969). Prepared on 4x8 cards, the file covers.
Economics, Military Affairs, External Politics, Internal Politics,
and Social/Cultural Affairs.

(2)

Red Guard Materials
This large file contains English translations of Red Guard publi
cations from the Cultural Revolution. A computer index to this
file cross-lists the entries under subject, journal title, and
chronological order of the publication.
(See also microfilm holdings.)

(3)

Directives of Party and Government
This file contains over 500 items arranged by the date of the
directive. Included in it are materials ranging from national
laws to Internal CCP circulars covering the 1949-1978 period.
Kenneth Lieberthal's A Research Guide to Central Party and
Government Meetings in China. 1949-1975 (White Plains, N.Y.:
International Arts and Sciences Press, Inc., 1976) is located
with this file and can assist readers in locating materials of
interest.

(4)

Provincial/Municipal

Reports

This file contains economic and political data on the provinces,
major municipalities, and autonomous regions. Materials are cata
loged by province, alphabetically.
Data is held on all provinces
from approximately 1953 to 1969.
(5)

Mao Tse-Lung/Major Leaders File
This file contains select information on and speeches by major
leaders in the PRC. It is devoted primarily to Mao, although
materials on other leaders including Lin Plao and Liu Shao-ch'i
are also maintained. A card catalog for both primary and
secondary materials provides access to the file. The file covers
the pre-1976 leadership of the PRC. Efforts are presently being
made to update the holdings to cover the post-1976 leadership.

(6)

Interview Protocols
This file contains protocols of interviews with refugees from
the PRC living in Hong Kong. The protocols are cataloged under
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the name of the interviewer. A list of holdings is available on
request from the China Documentation Center.
(7)

Visitors' Reports
This file contains observations made by visitors to China on all
aspects of life in the PRC. Reports filed in the collection range
from general observations and reactions of travelers to analyses of
scientific and technological achievements in specified areas of
development. The reports are filed chronologically by date of
visit. A card file index to the reports lists them according to
author, delegation, and subject. A "general" report containing
observations on a variety of subjects is cross-listed under all
relevant subject headings. (Appendix A lists the newest acquisi
tions .)

(8)

Research and Analysis File
This file contains primary data (e.g., statistics and economic
indicators for the PRC) and analytic reports on a variety of subjects.
The materials are not bound and cannot be cataloged according to a
conventional library system, but provide the researcher with valuable
data not easily retrieved elsewhere. The materials are arranged
according to subject categories, with each item in a subject category
assigned an access number. A card file Index cross-lists each item
by author and subject.

(9)

Conference Papers
This file contains the papers presented at conferences dealing with
China since 1959. A computer index cross-lists the papers by
subject, author, and title. A card catalog provides an addendum to
the computer index for papers acquired after March, 1975. (Appendix
B lists the more recent acquisitions.)

(10)

Columbia University Modern China Seminar Papers
This file contains the research papers presented at the Columbia
University Modern China Seminar since its inception in 1958. The
papers are cataloged by year presented. A card catalog index lists
the papers by author.

(11)

Revolutionary Opera Collection
This collection, newly begun, contains at present cassette tapes of
the following revolutionary operas: "Azalea Mountain"; "Red on the
Plain"; "On the Docks"; "The Red Detachment of Women"; "Red Lantern";
"Sha-chia-pang"; "Song of the Dragon River"; "Taking Tiger Mountain
by Strategy"; "The White-Haired Girl".

II. Chinese Pamphlets
This collection contains PRC pamphlets in Chinese from the 19 70's to the
present on a variety of subjects. Pamphlets are cataloged in subject
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boxes end provide researchers with access to current information and
opinion on selected subjects ss publicised In the PRC.
III. Biographical/Organizational File
The c o m p l e t e record of the American Consulate General In Hong Kong
monitoring service on the appointments, appearances, snd deaths of
Party and government officials Is held by the CDC. Records sre arranged
alphabetically by the name of the official and held for the following
period: 1 9 5 1 - September 1967 on microfilm; September 1 9 6 7 - August
1975 on file cards; September 1975 to the present on computer print-out
compiled by Harvard University. The CDC also holds Appearances and
Activities of Leading Chinese Officials ( 1 9 6 8 - present) and the
Directory of Officials of the People's Republic of Chins, both com
piled by the Central Intelligence Agency.
IV. Microfilm Collection
The microfilm collection contains the Union Research Institute newspaper
clipping file from 1950 to 1 9 6 6 .
The URI subject index to the films
accompanies the c o l l e c t i o n and a microfilm reader is available for use
in the East Asian Institute. Additional materials on microfilm includet
Soviet analysis of Chins from the 1930's (in Russian); Red Guard publi
cations; the Lienchlang Documents.
V. Translation Services
The CDC h o l d s the following translation services materials:
Survey of the China Mainland Press (SCMP)
June 1 9 5 1 ( # 1 0 6 ) - December 1 9 7 6 ( # 6 2 4 9 )
Supplements to SCMP
1 9 5 0 ' s unbound series 1 9 5 3 - 1 9 5 6
1960's bound series ( # 1 - 3 0 2 ) , May 1 9 6 0 - December 1972
Survey of China Mainland Magazine
(SCMM)
(formerly ECMM) August 1 9 5 5 ( # 2 ) - May 1977
Current Background
June 1959 ( # 1 ) - December 1976 ( # 1 0 5 5 )
Supplement to SCMM
November 1965 ( # 1 ) - December 1 9 7 2
Index to SCMP, SCMM, CB
Index to Supplements
PBIS: Special Section; PRC
March 1 1 , 1 9 5 7 - March 2 9 ,

- 48

1975

-

(#39)

(#932)

FBIS: Dally Report - Far East/Asia & Pacific
December 1957 - March 1967
FBIS: Daily Report - Asia & Pacific
April 1967 - Present
FBIS: Daily Report - People's Republic of China
April 1967 - Present
Newspapers and Periodicals
The CDC maintains a growing collection of periodical literature on the
PRC, and to some extent on Taiwan. Remain Ribao, Central Daily News,
and the Ta Rung Pao English Weekly Supplement are received daily or
weekly. (A list of 24 other selected periodicals, with holdings, is
given in Appendix C.)
VI. Reference Works
A reference collection of language dictionaries, biographical diction
aries, yearbooks, and bibliographic guides is held by the CDC. Also
contained in this collection are East Asian Institute essays, selected
Ph.D. theses, Union Research Institute monographs, and a small selection
of Foreign Language Press publications of major documents and speeches.
VII. Books
A moderately extensive collection of secondary works on China is held
by the CDC. The books are shelved alphabetically by author and indexed
by author in a card catalog. Holdings are divided into 3 collections:
- The Franklin L. Ho Collection: books, occssional papers,
and reports dealing with the PRC and Taiwan economies.
- The John M. H. Lindbeck Collection: books on all aspects of
Chinese history, politics, culture, and economics.
- The Dorothy Borg Collection: books on the foreign policies
and politics of East Asia, with particular emphasis on
American relations with Asian countries.
Books from these collections do not circulate.
Prospective Development
Since the CDC is by no means a static collection, its holdings will
continue to grow in proportion to the ever-increasing U.S. contacts
with the PRC. Enlargement of the already extensive Visitors' Reports,
Conference Papers, and Research and Analysis files will be rapid in
an effort to keep pace with contemporary Chinese developments.
A new section - the CDC Dissident File - has recently been started.
Though it will be subject to the obvious vagaries of subrosa information
flow from both the PRC and Taiwan, the Dissident File will endeavor to
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gather any "fugitive" dissident materials available.
Access
The GDC is open to all, but materials do not circulate. It is located
in Lehman Library in Columbia's International Affairs Building.
The
CDC is open four hours daily, Monday through Friday, although the
schedule of hours for each day may vary each semester. Information on
access to the facility and assistance in using the collection can be
gained by calling the CDC librarian at (212) 280-4588 or M s . Sheila
Lawrence at the East Asian Institute, (212) 280-4278. Mail inquiries
should be addressed to the China Documentation Center, East Asian
Institute, Columbia University, 420 W. 118th Street, New York, N.Y.
10027.
(This paper was presented to the panel entitled "Archival and Library
Resources on East Asia in the Metropolitan New York Area," MAR-AAS Con
ference, Drew University, Madison, N.J., October 25, 1980)

Appendix A:

Selected Recent Visitors' Reports

American Oceanography Delegation (1978), Oceanography in China
Joseph Califano, Secretary HEW (1979), Cooperation in Health
Committee on Scholarly Communication with PRC (1977), Traditional and
Contemporary Painting in China
Harold Brown, Secretary of Defense (1980), Reports and Press Releases on
State Visit
Richard Stein (1979), "Report on Visit of Polymer Chemists"
Kennedy Institute of Ethics Delegation (1979), The China Trip
Committee on Scholarly Communication, Ming-Ch'ing Delegation (1979), Journal
of a Trip
Long Term Credit Bank of Japan Delegation (1979), Spotlight on China
Alan S. Whiting (1978), Notes on Sinkiang
Immanuel C.Y. Hsu (1979), Report of UCSB Delegation to the People's Republic
of China
B.K. MacLaury (1978), Observations on a Trip to the People's Republic of
China with a Civic and World Affairs Leaders Delegation
Sen, Henry Jackson (1979), Report on the PRC: Trade and MFN
Elizabeth J. Perry (1979) , Report on Majors Delegation to the People's
Republic of China
May Lip ton, How News is Reported in China
House Interstate Commerce Committee, Delegation Report, U.S. Relations with
Japan and China 1979
Gov. Thomas L. Judge, Delegation (1979), China
Vice-President Walter Mondale, Delegation (1979), China: Looking to the Future
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Appendix B:
I.

SSRC Joint Committee on Contemporary China's Subcommittee on Research
on the Chinese Economy. Columbia University, February 15-16, 1980.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(3)
(9)

(10)
II.

Recently Acquired Conference Papers

Terry Sicular, "Agricultural Pricing Policy in the People's Republic
of China"
John L. Nutall, "Chinese Economic Statistics"
N. T. Wang, "New Forms of Cooperation Between China and International
Enterprises"
Christine Pui Wah Wong, "Two Steps Forward, One Step Back? Recent
Policy Changes in Rural Industrialization"
Jung-chao Liu, "Wages and Profits of Selected Industries in China"
, "Further Comments on China's Pricing Policies of
Agricultural and Industrial Products"
Bruce L. Reynolds, "Recent Economic Reforms in Chinese Industry"
Karl P. Herbst, "Notes on the Authority and Relations Between State
Owned Enterprises"
Jan S. Prybyla, "The Chinese Economy: Current Problems and Policy
Solutions"
Charles Hoffman, "Labor Allocation in the People's Republic of China"

Conference of the Association of Asian Studies, Washington, D.C. 21 March 1980
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Richard J. Latham, "The Rectification of 'Work Style*:

Command and

Management Problems in the PLA"
Jonathan Unger, "Urban Education and Student Activities in China in
the 1970»s"
Richard P. Madsen, "Political Ideology, Social Predicament and Moral
Character Among Sent Down Youth on the Eve of the Cultural Revolution"
Anita Chan, "The Political Socialization of Chinese Teenagers in the
1960»s"

Appendix C:

Selected Periodical Holdings

Academia Economic Papers (Taiwan), 1973-80
ACTA Paleontologica Sinica (Gu Sheng Wu Xue B a o ) , 1978-80
ACTA Zoologica Sinica, 1979-80
Asian Wall Street Journal Weekly, 1979-80
Beijing Review, 1962-80
Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars, 1969-80
Cheng Ming (Hong Kong), 1979-80
China Record (Hong Kong), 1976-80
China's Foreign Trade, 1979-80
China Trade and Economic Newsletter (Hong Kong), 1979-80
Chinese Affairs (Seoul), 1975-80
Developments in PRC Science and Technology (Stanford), 1979-80
Dong Wu Xue Zazhi, 1977-80
Free China Review, 1962-80
Hereditas, 1979-80
Issues and Studies (Taiwan), 1973-80
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Jetro Economic Newsletter (Tokyo), 1973-80
Kexue Shiyuan, 1978-80
Kexue Tongbao, 1978-80
Look Fortnightly (Hong Kong), 1979-80
Modern Chins, 1978-80
The Mirror (Hong Kong), 1979-80
News From Mongolia (Ulan-Bator), 1976-80
Observers Monthly (Hong Kong), 1979-80
***

DOCUMENTING DANCE TRADITIONS AND INDIVIDUAL ARTISTS
WITH EMPHASIS ON EAST ASIA
Dance Collection
The New York Public Library
at Lincoln Center

Elisabeth Miller
and
Genevieve Oswald

The Dance Collection is the largest and most comprehensive archive in the
world devoted to documenting the art of dance. It is a division of the Re
search Libraries of the New York Public Library, and is located at Lincoln
Center. A fact sheet on Its public service appears at the end of this
article.
The scope of the Collection is broad. Every type of dance is documented:
ballet, modern, social, folk, and ethnic. Due to the Collection's experience
in archival development, it was awarded two grants by the JDR 3rd Fund to de
velop the first archive of materials on Asian dance and dance-theatre, an
archive created to serve an international body of scholars, researchers,
critics, choreographers, dancers, and students.
The development of the Asian archive followed the basic philosophy of the
Collection, and I will discuss later the East Asian materials represented, but
first, how does one document this elusive srt? Dance lives at once in time
and space, but time passes - indeed passes as soon as the curtain falls or
the performance ends. What are the materials, how do we assemble them? How
do we create the records that can transmit the great performances, the dance
of today?
From its beginning in 1965, the Collection has had to innovate and expand
the usual concepts of collecting, and has assembled every type of material
which can tell about dance: clippings, reviews, programs, books, periodical
articles, films, videotapes, drawings and prints, posters, scrspbooks, scenic
snd costume designs, orsl tapes, photographs, diaries, manuscripts, and letters.
To further preserve the choreography and its performance, the Collection has
found it necessary to produce film records, where no records existed before.
With special funding, the Collection has recorded over 300 works in the
repertoires of America's major companies. For as far as dance is concerned,
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